






Bridge to Revolution

Economic consequences of war

1. War profits; tax problems

Colonists make money, spend 
money at rates previously unseen

Taste for fine British manufactured 
goods leads to credit problems

“Just print more money”

Inflation undercuts colonial 
economy
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Economic consequences of war

2. Corruption in customs

Smugglers simply bribe the 
“officials” on duty

Britain decides to act

Protective tariffs

Absentee customs officials 
outsource their duties
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British acts of revenue

1. Currency Act of 1764

Goal: Britain regains control 
of struggling colonial 
economy

Consequence: Colonists feel that 
they should be allowed to make 
decisions about their economy

Ban on paper money

All hard currency must 
come from Britain
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British acts of revenue
2. Sugar Act of 1764

Royally appointed judges 
had incentive to find guilt

Goal: Regulate trade, discourage 
smuggling

Lowered the tariff on sugar, 
molasses

Established vice-admiralty 
courts to try smugglers

Consequence: Colonists question trials without juries, 
“revenue production” tax
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British acts of revenue
3. Stamp Act of 1765 

Widespread boycotts 

“Taxation without representation”

Required revenue stamps on 
every document, publication

Stamp Act Congress sends 
nine delegates to New York

Required colonists to quarter (house and feed) British 
soldiers

4. Quartering Act of 1765 
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Ships’ manifests
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Official documents
licenses 
permits 
certificates 
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Diplomas
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Bibles 
& other 
books
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Newspapers
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Maps
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Handbills
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British acts of revenue
A few things taxed by the Stamp Act:

Playing 
cards
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British acts of revenue
1763: Fresh from war, colonists  
feel like loyal British subjects

1765: Colonists feel that Britain 
is taking advantage of them

Colonists unite for the 
first time against Britain

Colonists begin to identify 
with being American, not 
British
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British acts; Colonial reaction

Sons of Liberty

Organized boycotts 

Burned vice-admiralty court 
records in Boston

Radical protest group

Threatened sellers of tax 
stamps

Looted home of Thomas 
Hutchinson, chief justice
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British acts of revenue
5. Declaratory Act of 1766

Boycotts hurt British business

Great for the colonists, but also states that British 
Parliament has

Repeal of Stamp Act

Colonists were mad, and weren’t paying it anyway

…full power and authority to make laws 
and statutes of sufficient force and 
validity to bind the colonies and people 
of America.


