


I n  a n  h onest S ervice ,  th ere is th in  C om m ons,  low 
W ages,  a n d  h a rd  L a b ou r;  

I n  th is ,  P len ty an d  S atiety ,  P leasu re an d  E ase ,  
L ib erty an d  P ower;  

A n d  wh o wou ld  not b a la n ce C red itor on  th is S id e ,  
wh en  a ll th e H azard  th a t is ru n  for it,  a t worst,  
is on ly  a  sower L ook or two at ch oakin g.  

N o,  a  m erry L ife  an d  a  sh ort one sh a ll b e m y M otto.

- P ira te C a p ta in  B a rth olom ew R ob erts,  1 7 2 0









LEMNOS

THE FIRST PIRATES
• 1,300 BC

• Island had no formal
government

• Thracian pirates
raided ships, hid out
on Lemnos

• Kidnapping of Caesar (75 BC)



LEMNOS

ILLYRIANS
• Expert pirates

• 150 BC-100 AD

• Forced Rome to 
conquer Illyria,
ending the threat 



What advantages did 
pirates have against 
naval vessels?



ADVANTAGES
• Speed

• Surprise

• Lack of sovereignty



Were pirates terrorists?



The golden age
of piracy...



Historical piracy
in the Caribbean

1560-1720



CARIBBEAN PIRATES
• 1560-1720

• Response to
colonization

• Navies were strong,
but not to be found

• Port cities ripe for the
taking “B lack B a rt”R ob erts

C ap tu red  ~ 4 7 0 vesse ls



Calico Jack Rackham’s Jolly Roger



Black Bart Roberts’ flag



Christopher Moody’s flag



BUCCANEERS
• Exclusive to Caribbean

• Plundered on land and
at sea

• Democracy in crew

• Often (if not always)
freed slaves aboard
captive vessels



PRIVATEERS
• “Official” pirates

• Commissioned to be
part of national navy

• Plunderers for hire

• Attacked enemy trade ships

• Most commonly enlisted by British navy



… some famous pirates …



Sir Francis Drake
• 1540-1596

• The “gentleman pirate”

• Second to circumnavigate
the globe

• First to explore Antarctica

• Claimed parts of California for the British



Captain Kidd
• William Kidd, 1640-1701

• Beneficiary of rumors
and tall tales

• Rumors got out of hand

• Hanged by the British

• Buried treasure?



Lou Bierbauer
In 1891, Bierbauer
became the first 
Pittsburgh Pirate





What’s a pirate’s 
favorite letter?








