
1775

The Massachusetts Bay 
Colony



April 18, 1775

Mr. Revere’s wild ride

Where: Boston to 
Lexington (and back)

Why: “The Redcoats 
are coming!”

How: By moonlight on 
a borrowed horse





1770

Listen my children and you shall hear
Of the midnight ride of Paul Revere,

On the eighteenth of April, in Seventy-five;
Hardly a man is now alive

Who remembers that famous day and year. 

1863








May 10, 1775

Colonists seize Ticonderoga

Greatest fortress in 
N. America

100+ cannon, 
wartime provisions

Led by Ethan Allen, 
Benedict Arnold







June 17, 1775





June 17, 1775

Battle of Bunker Hill

British “win” battle, 
lose 1,000 soldiers

Fallen British include 
many officers

Major change in 
British attitude 
regarding the war

•

•

•






King George III
August 23, 1775

Proclamation of Rebellion

“…traitorously 
preparing, ordering, 
and levying war 
against us.”







August 27, 1776

Battle of Long Island



August 27, 1776

Battle of Long Island

http://mrtripodi.wikispaces.com/us8Cole





Paine’s Common Sense

Pamphlet published 
January, 1775

120,000 copies in 
print as war erupts

Singular document 
to unite commoners 
in revolutionary zeal

•

•

•





The Committee of Five

Roger Sherman
Benjamin Franklin
Thomas Jefferson

John Adams
Robert R. Livingston



July 4, 1776

Declaration of Independence










‘Victory or Death’






December 26, 1776

Battle of Trenton
“Victory or death”

Washington’s army 
of 2,400 crushes 
hired German troops 

First major American 
victory boosted 
morale

•

•

•

http://mrtripodi.wikispaces.com/Battle+of+Trenton





December 1776

Franklin in France

America’s premier bon 
vivant brings French 
support

Nearing 71 years of age 
when he returns

Europe’s introduction to 
the “self-made man”

•

•

•



The turning point:

Saratoga, New York

October 17, 1777






http://mrtripodi.wikispaces.com/us8kaszerrov


The final battle:

Yorktown, Virginia

October 19, 1781






September 3, 1783

Treaty of Paris


