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the formation of foreign alliances.

Asolicitude [anxiety] for your welfare which
cannot end but with my life, and the
apprehension of danger natural to that solicitude,
urge me on an occasion like the present to offer to
your solemn contemplation and to recommend to
your frequent review some sentiments which are
the result of much reflection. . . .

The name of American, which belongs to
you in your national capacity, must always exalt
[foster] the just pride of patriotism more than any
appellation [name] derived from local discrimina-
tions. With slight shades of difference, you have the
same religion, manners, habits, and political princi-
ples. You have in a common cause fought and tri-
umphed together. The independence and liberty
you possess are the work of joint councils and joint
efforts, of common dangers, sufferings, and
successes. . ..

In this sense it is that your union ought to be
considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that
the love of the one ought to endear to you the
preservation of the other. . . .

In contemplating the causes which may dis-
turb our union, it occurs as matter of serious con-
cern that any ground should have been furnished
for characterizing parties by geographical discrim-
inations—~Northern and Southern, Atlantic and
Western—whence designing men may endeavor to
excite a belief that there is a real difference of local
interests and views. One of the expedients [meth-
ods] of party to acquire influence within particular
districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of
other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too
much against the jealousies and heartburnings
which spring from these misrepresentations; they
tend to render alien to each other those who ought
to be bound together by fraternal affection. . . .
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On September 17, 1796, President George Washington made his final address to the
people of the United States. His farewell was in effect a warning to the American
people—a warning against the growth of political parties and, most notably, against

Let me now take a more comprehensive
view, and warn you in the most solemn manner
against the baneful [destructive] effects of the spirit
of party generally.

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable
from our nature, having its root in the strongest
passions of the human mind. It exists under differ-
ent shapes in all governments, more or less stifled,
controlled, or repressed; but in those of the popular
form it is seen in its greatest rankness [most
extreme form] and is truly their worst enemy. . . .

It serves always to distract the public coun-
cils and enfeeble the public administration. It agi-
tates the community with ill-founded jealousies
and false alarms; kindles the animosity of one part
against another; foments [excites] occasional riot
and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influ-
ence and corruption, which find a facilitated access
to the government itself through the channels of
party passion. Thus the policy and the will of one
country are subjected to the policy and will of
another. . . .

Against the insidious wiles [sly tricks] of
foreign influence (I conjure [beg] you to believe
me, fellow citizens) the jealousy [suspicion] of a
free people ought to be constantly awake, since his-
tory and experience prove that foreign influence is
one of the most baneful foes of republican govern-
ment. But that jealousy, to be useful, must be
impartial, else it becomes the instrument of the
very influence to be avoided, instead of a defense
against it. Excessive partiality for one foreign
nation and excessive dislike for another cause those
whom they actuate [drive] to see danger only on
one side, and serve to veil and even second the arts
of influence on the other. Real patriots who may
resist the intrigues of the favorite are liable to
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become suspected and odious [offensive], while its
tools and dupes usurp the applause and confidence
of the people to surrender their interests.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to
foreign nations is in extending our commercial
relations to have with them as little political con-
nection as possible. So far as we have already
formed engagements let them be fulfilled with per-
fect good faith. . . .

It is our true policy to steer clear of perma-
nent alliances with any portion of the foreign
world, so far, [ mean, as we are now at liberty to do
it; for let me not be understood as capable of
patronizing infidelity to existing engagements. |
hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to
private affairs that honesty is always the best pol-
icy. I repeat, therefore, let those engagements be
observed in their genuine sense. But in my opinion
it is unnecessary and would be unwise to extend
them.

Harmony, liberal intercourse [dealings] with
all nations are recommended by policy, humanity,
and interest. But even our commercial policy

should hold an equal and impartial hand, neither
seeking nor granting exclusive favors or prefer-
emces, . . . constantly keeping in view that it is folly
in one nation to look for disinterested favors from
another; that it must pay with a portion of its inde-
pendence for whatever it may accept under that
character; that by such acceptance it may place
itself in the condition of having given equivalents
for nominal favors, and yet of being reproached
with ingratitude for not giving more. . . .

Though in reviewing the incidents of my
administration 1 am unconscious of intentional
error, | am nevertheless too sensible [aware] of my
defects not to think it probable that T may have
committed many errors. Whatever they may be, I
fervently beseech [beg] the Almighty to avert or
mitigate [lessen] the evils to which they may tend. I
shall also carry with me the hope that my country
will never cease to view them with indulgence, and
that, after forty-five years of my life dedicated to
its service with an upright zeal, the faults of incom-
petent abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as
myself must soon be to the mansions of rest.

According to Washington, why is it dangerous to form attachments to other nations?
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What does Washington consider the worst enemy of popular forms of government?

Why?

What type of foreign-policy agenda is Washington advocating?

Provide three examples from the excerpt to support your answer.

1.
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