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Kennedy’s Inaugural address

On January 20, 1961, John F. Kennedy assumed the office of president 
of the United States. In his brief yet eloquent inaugural address Kennedy 
called upon the people of the nation and the world to unite in the pursuit 
of peace and freedom.

What’s the first American goal laid out by 
Kennedy in his address?

Would this be an appropriate theme for an 
inaugural address this coming January?

Why or why not?

The paragraph at left (starting with “Let 
every nation know…”) – what do think it 
means?

Kennedy’s rhetoric repeatedly discussed 
being united and divided.  What does this 
remind you of?

What do you think Kennedy means by “iron 
tyranny”?



How does Kennedy equate 
political freedom with 
financial equality?

“…this hemisphere intends 
to be the master of its own 
house.”  What do you think 
this means?

Why do you think Kennedy 
pledged support to the 
United Nations?

What’s he referencing when 
he discusses “accidental 
self-destruction”?



List three themes covered by Kennedy that would 
not be applicable to Obama’s 2009 inaugural 
address.

The “trumpet” paragraph –
what’s Kennedy trying to do 
here?

How does Kennedy see 
America in the “long history 
of the world”?

Here’s the famous part.  
Does it work for you?

Why or why not?



Next, list three themes covered by Kennedy that would have been applicable to 
Obama’s 2009 inaugural address.

Now imagine that you’re on Obama’s speechwriting team, and your job was to help craft 
his inaugural speech.  What five things would you cover, in order of importance?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

How would you take this message to the American people?  Sketch out a rough outline 
below.


