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The Articles of Confederation
and Perpetual Union (1781-1788)

First government of the U.S.A.
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U.S. GOVERNMENT

under the Articles of Confederation: 1781-1788

Only one branch of government: legislative

Congress survives, but is designed to be weak
13 voting member states
Each state: one vote, regardless of size

Amendments require unanimous passage

No executive branch
No judicial branch



U.S. GOVERNMENT

under the Articles of Confederation: 1781-1788

No executive or judicial branches

Whats missing under this arrangement?

President Vice president Attorney general
Homeland security USDA All federal courts

FBI Treasury Transportation Dept. of defense
Environmental protection CIA Drug enforcement
Supreme Court Immigration dept. National parks
National Guard Department of Education NASA
Interstate highways United States Postal Service
FDIC Veterans Affairs Department of Energy



U.S. GOVERNMENT

under the Articles of Confederation

What the federal government could do:

e Declare war
e Make treaties
e Manage Indian affairs

e Maintain an Army and Navy
e Coin and borrow money

e Establish a postal service

What could the federal government not do?



U.S. GOVERNMENT

under the Articles of Confederation

What the federal government could not do:

e Tax
e Regulate trade tariffs

e Establish courts

So... who could?
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U.S. GOVERNMENT

under the Articles of Confederation

State constitutions under the Articles...

1. featured three branches of government, with a weak

governor, an elected legislature, and a tenured
judiciary

2. established property qualifications for voting and
holding office

3. guaranteed personal liberties with a “bill of rights”
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The big question:

The United States of America...

or the United States of America?



